Manitowoc 10-22-1895

Dear John, –


I didn’t receive yours of the 14 inst because I suppose you didn’t write any on that inst. or any other inst. this summer. Well I suppose Frenchy & you & the rest of the tars are figuring already on whether you will have a donkey ride or a dance with the Kanaka girls when the ship heaves to (too)(two) for the winter. I see the America want down up by the Sault in a collission. Pitzy will have great stories to tell about that next winter. Plucky was home for a few days, but shipped on the Muskeygon which very accomadatingly (for Plucky) laid up. Don’t tell Frenchy but he broke one of Kretchy’s show cases the other day & will have to bay about $8.00. It is Tuesday night & I took a ramble home because Kill’s are threshing and had not sleeping accomadations for all hands. Tanta asked the other day about your suit. He wanted to know when you’d be home.


I was out to the railroad camps the other day. The much talked about steam shovel is the same as a common dredge. Mayme is doing her best to read this from in front but I’m onto her. Ma bought a swell oak book-case to-day (5.00 please) They think I have a nice little private mint out in the bush somewhere. I drew $33.00 last month & had the pleasure of carrying it home from the bank. That was the end of my connections with it. Hully chee but the M.S.H. is on the swine. ditto the M.H.S.L.S. ditto the M.H.S. athletic association & amalgamated confederated union of idiotic would be foot-ball players. The only one resembling a feet-ball player is Big Murph & the resemblence lies in the hair. I guess I’ll go down & see the Sheboygon H.S. wipe the ground with them a week from next Saturday. I hear from Kirwan ocassionally. He’s getting on fine but a report is about that he is coming down with Thypoid fever. I can’t swear to its authenticity however. We never hear from Ed but suppose he is alive & blooming not having heard anything to the contrary. He worked too hard on Baeuch’s cases all summer up in the Hey dey rooms to go to work so soon. Billiard cases are great mental strains. He took all the collars in the house except that General Grant no 17 ½  with the nice fringe on the top. Ditto all the books including the Home library & Story of America & I saw him glancing from the family Bible to the spare room in his summer cottage. The gang (ala Johnson’s) set old Tom’s humming again last Sunday night. But Burt Be Gud is in charge of the balls, be gud.


I heard to-night that the Naiad is in but didn’t have time to verify it. I’d have gone up to the ship yard after supper if I thought it was true.


The light house tender is in & I saw Joe Polen around town to-night.


It is 11-50 P.M. & I have to walk 31/2 miles before 8 in the morning. I bid you adieu begging you to believe me ever your 

Affectionate brother








H.J.Kelley esq.








717 N. 7th Street








Manitowoc 

Wis. 

USA

P.S.N.B. I bought a razor set from Tedy Sh- the other day but ma took it back before I could use it. See other letters for picture of my present condition. There is a regular burglar scare about town now  Yours    H.J.Kelley

This is my daily tack cat  mat  rat  hat [printed] 8 “these two boys wish to fight but the man will not let them”  H.J.K. HJK

